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)

STATEMENT OF REASONS

OF CHAIR ELLEN L. WEINTRAUB AND COMMISSIONER STEVEN T. WALTHER

Two corporations, Michigan Faith & Freedom Coalition and The Palazzo Grande, Inc.,
allegedly used corporate funds to stage a rally supporting former Senator Rick Santorum’s 2012
presidential campaign committee, Rick Santorum for President, in violation of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the “Act”), and Cammission regulutions.' MFFC
is also alleged to have coordinatest other 2012 election-related expenditures with the Santorum
Committee, thereby making other prohibited contributions.> MFFC’s own website, media
reports, and other information in the public domain corroborated the allegations in the Complaint
filed in this matter. The Commission’s Office of General Counsel (*OGC”), in a thorough and
well-reasoned report, recommended that the Commissien fimd reason to believe (“RTB”) that
several violations occurred.® The recommendations failed.*

'2U.S.C. § 441b(a); 11 C.F.R. § 114.2(b)(1). This Statement of Reasons refers to Michigan Faith & Freedom
Coalition as “MFFC,” the Palazzo Geande, Inc. as “Palazzo Grande,” Rick Saitorum for President as “the Santorum
Committee,” and all three Respondents collectively as “Respondents.”

22 US.C. § 441a(a)(7)(B)(i); 11 C.F.R. § 109.20(b).

3 OGC recommended that the Commission find RTB that Respondents violated the prohibition on corporate
contributions in staging the rally. OGC also recommended that the Commission find RTB that MFFC made other
prohibited contributions to the Santorum Committee in the form of coordinated expenditures, in light of the
apparently prominent role that MFFC’s founder and President, Glenn Clark, played in Santorum’s Michigan
campaign. OGC further neecommended that the Commission authorize a limited investigation to determine the value
of the corporate resources used to stage the rally and whether MFFC made other expenditures in coordination with
the Santorum campaign. See First Genaral Counsel’s Report (“FGCR”) at 3, 21.

* We voted to approve OGC’s recommendations; Vice Chairman McGahn and Commissioners Hunter and Petersen
dissented. See Certification in MUR 6540, dated May 10, 2013. Commissioner Petersen then made a motion to
find reason to believe that Respondents violated only the prohibition on corporate contributions related to the rally,
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MUR 6540 (Rick Séntorum for President, et al.)
Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

In a Statement of Reasons explaining their rejection of OGC’s recommendation, two of
our colleagues assert that OGC wag wrong to bring the additional corroborating publicly
available information to the Commission’s attention.’ The unavoidable implication of this
positipn is that our colloagues are comfortable with the Commission reciwning willfully
uninformed regarding puhiicly available infermationn whea we evaluate complaints. This
approach finds no support in the Act, Caramission regulations, or Jong-established practice. For
example, if a complaint on its face would lead a Commissioner to find reason to believe that a
violation has occurred, but there is also public information available that definitively refutes the
allegations presented in the complaint, would our colleagues have us ignore such public
information? We reject such an interpretation of the law, which would cripple fair enforcement,
and expect OGC to continue formulating careful recommendations using publicly available
information, exactly as they appropriately did in this case.®

The Act requires anly that a complaint “be in writing, signed and sworn to by the person
filing [it],” and that it be “notarized” and “made-under penalty of perjury.. .71 A complainant is
not obligated to make a voluminous submission, so, withoat an investigation, there was never a
chance to develop an actual record here heyond the Complaint, Respanses, and information in
the public domain.

which he and the Chair voted to approve; Vice Chairman McGahn and Commissioners Hunter and Walther
dissented (although for different reasons). /d. Chair Weintraub believed that Commissioner Petersen’s proposal
was an acceptable compromise enabling reasonable enforcement of the law. Commissioner Walther, however,
could not support a motion that did not also include OGC’s recommendation to find reason to believe that MFFC
violated the prohibition on corporate contributions reiated to coordinated expenditures.

Given the potential for eontpramisa evidenced by the vote on Cemraissioaer Petanien’s propusal, Cooir Weintranb
then suggested that the Conueission refrain fcom closing the file until after the arrivat of new Commissianers in
hopes that fanr votss might emerge, reasoning that even a partial riecisian supparted by a bijiartisan majority would
offer greater clarity to the regulated community than a split vote. Our three Republican colleagues did not agree,
and Commissioner Walther, while sympathetic to the Chair’s position, ultimately voted with them to close the file.
See Certification in MUR 6540, dated May 21, 2013. Commissioner Walther believed that, given that the
Commission had already deadlocked, and since there were no nominees pending at that time, both the Complainant
and the Respondents were procedurally entitled to prompt resolution.

Although we disagreed on some of the procedoral votes in this matter, we agree that our eolleagues’ accusation that
the Chair’s position was motivated by partisanship is bascless. See Statenient of Reasons of Vice Chairman Donalil
F. McGahn and Comnrissioner Caroline C. Humer in MUR 6540, dated July 25, 2013, nt 2 1.4 (“McGahn/Humer
Statement™). Even nad there been support for holding over cansiderntion of Commissioner Petersen’s proposal
pending a full complement of Commissioners, a minimum four-vote bipartisan majority — including at least one
Republican — would have still been required to take action in this matter.

5 McGahn/Hunter Statement at 5-16.

§ See Office of General Counsel Enforvement Marual (dated June 2013) at 10, 39, 45, avuilable at
htto://www.fec.gov/agenda/2013/mitgdoc_13-21-b.pdf. Enforeement Division guidelines instruct staff attorneys to
review “relevant information ascertained i1 the normal course of carrying vat the Commission’s supervisory
responsibilities, which may include press accounts and publicly available information.” /d. at 10.

72U.S.C. § 437g(a). In fact, complainants may file allegations based only on “information and belief” rather than
personal knowledge. 11 C.F.R. § 111.4(c).

Page 2 of 13
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MUR 6540 (Rick Santorum for President, et al.)
Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

RTB is merely the initial stage of the Commission’s enforcement process. When the
Commission votes on a recommendation at the RTB stage, it is not making a final, definitive
deterttiination about whether a violatibn has occnrred.® Rather, “reason te believe” is simply a
finding that thare is sufficieni legal justification to apen #n investigation.® i is not mtii tire
Commiission latcr reaches conciliation with respondents, oftex after an investigation, ca makes a
prohable cause dctermination that the Commissien may mnke a final determination that the taw
has been violated. Our colleagues’ interpretation of the law elevates the RTB standard beyond
what the Act requires, making it difficult for complainants not highly skilled in the law to ever
file a complaint worthy of an RTB finding. Under our colleagues’ theory, the enforcement
process becomes inaccessible to all but the most sophisticated of complamants which is at odds
with Congress’s clear intent that “any person” be able to file a complamt

In titis mator, OGC nmply demonstrated that the contiuct alleged in the Complaint
merited an RTB finding.

The Appropriate Use of Public Information

Underlying our colleagues’ rejection of OGC’s recommendations is an issue with much
broader reach than this specific matter: whether, in preparing RTB recommendations, OGC may
include information from the public domain, including information derived from credible
newspaper articles, websites, and other publicly available sources. It is absolutely appropriate —
indeed, esseatial — for such information, either inculpatory or oxculpatory, to be part of OGC’s
recommendations if the Commissian is to make iitfornred and fair decisions at the pre-RTB
stage.!' Censidaration of such informatiox in evalanting & complnint is wholly consistent with

8 See Guideboo: fim Comptaiirants and Respondents on the FEC Enfrreemant Process, May 2012, available at
http://www.fec.gov/em/respandent_guide.pdf.

® See Statement of Policy Regarding Commission Action in Matters at the Initial Stage in the Enforcement Process,
72 Fed. Reg. 12545 (March 16, 2007) (“Initial Stage of Enforcement Policy Statement”). The Commission‘s
Legislative Recommendation in 2004 and 2005 to replace the statutory phrase “reason to believe” with “reason to
open an investigation™ was made precisely to clarify this point. See id.; FEC Legislative Recommendations 2004,
available at http://www fec.gov/pages/legislative_recommendations_2004.htm (“[T]he change in terminology
reconnnended by the Commission would not ehange the standard that this finding simply represents that the
Commission believes a violation may have eccurred if the facts as descrlbed are accurate.”™); FEC Legislative
Recormendations 2005, available at http://www.fec.gav/law/tegistative_recomnmendations_2005.shtml#r8
(inchisting same discimimer that no sulistantive change was intemied). That proposal has been endorsed by, among
others, the Center for Competitive Politics, an arganization strongly opposed to expansive campaign finrence
investigations. See CCP Comruent in Response to Notice 2013-01, Request for Cdmment an Enforcement Prooess,
Apr. 9, 2013, at 10, available et bttp://www.fec.gov/law/policy/enforcement/2013/centercomppolitics.pdf. The
suggestion that the Commission was actually asking Congress to implement a more “lenient” standard (see
McGahn/Hunter Statement at 8) is not supported by the record.

10 See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(1).

' In the interests of fairnoss, and in response to concerns raised by our colleagnes, OGC began {lie informal practice
of notifying 1espandents of “publicly avaiiaitke infarmation that may be relcvant to the ailegations in the conyriamt™
and providing respondents with an “opportsinity to review” these materials and “supplement” their responses, which
is precisely what OGC did in this matter. See note 26 below. In late 2011, Commissioner Walther drafted a
proposal that would have formally codified OGC’s practice. See Draft Agency Procedure for Notice to Named
Respondents in Enforcement Matters of Additional Material Facts and/or Additional Potential Violations, available
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MUR 6540 (Rick Santorum for President, et al.)
Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

the Act, basic principles of administrative law, longstanding Commission practice, and common
sense.

Almost half of our colleagues’ 29-page statement is devoted to arguing a
noncontroversial point: the Commission’s staff cannot begin an investigation before the
Comunission has voted to find reasan to helieve that a violation has occurred.'? But they ignore
the central issue: whether reviewing newspaper articles, websites, and other publicly available
information constitutes an “investigation” to begin with.

No court interpreting the Act has ever held that reading the newspaper or similar activity
constitutes an inappropriate “pre-RTB investigation.” To the contrary, courts have consistently
instructed the Cemmission to take into consideration “all avsilable information™ in cvaluating the
merits — or demarits — of a cangplaint. For example, in a 1979 case affinning the Commission’s
decision, at the pre-RTB stage, not i investigate a camplaint, Ju re FECA Litigation, the United
States District Court far the District of Columbia stated:

“[1]t seems clear that the Commission must take into consideration all available
information concerning the alleged wrongdoing. In other words, the Commission
may not rely solely on the facts presented by the sworn complaint when deciding
whether to investigate. Although the facts provided in a sworn complaint may be
insufficient, when coupled with other Iaformation available to the Commission
gathered either through similar swom complaints or through its own work the
facts may merit a complete investigation. By the same turn, a persuasive and
strong complaint may nnt merit an investigatian becearse the Commission
posseases reliatile ovidence indicating that no violatien has occurred. Thus, it is
clear that a consideration of all available material is vital to a rational review of
Commission decisions.”"

The same court later reaffirmed this reasoning in another case, Antosh v. FEC.'* In that
case, the court overtumed the Commission’s dismissal of a complaint because thc Commission
had failed, at the pre-RTB stage, to adequately consider facts contained in a previously filed,
publicly available report.* Thus, if the Commission ignores public information that is relevant

at http://www.fec.gov/agenda/201 }/mtgdoc_1165.pdf.” Although there was not agreement ca the proposal, several
Commissioners expressed support for a formal procedure not unlike the current practice. See FEC Open Meeting
Agenda for Dec. 1, 2011, Audio Recording for Agenda Item II, available at http://fec.gov/audio/2011/2011120102.
mp3. The Commission remains free to resume crafting an appropriate policy if Commissioners believe such a
formal policy is warranted.

12 McGzht/Hunter Statement at 5-16.

13 474 F. Supp. 1044, 1046 (D.D.C. 1979) (emphasis added).

14509 F. Supp. 850 (D.D.C. 1984).

'S Id. at 855.

Page 4 of 13
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MUR 6540 (Rick Santorum for President, et al.)
Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

to the decision at the pre-RTB stage, there is a risk that a court will find that that the
Commission’s decision was not backed by “substantial evidence.”'®

Taking public information into account when evaluating a complaint is entirely consistent
with the Act’s requirement of an RTB finding priar to any investigation. Commission
regulations specifically enumerate a variety of inirusive processas that are a standard part of any
post-RTRB investigation, including “field investigations,”'” andits,'® “written questions under
order,”" subpoenas,20 and depositions.z.l Nowhere, however, do these regulations mention
accessing information in the public domain — which stands to reason, since such information is
already equally available to all, including respondents, the Commission, and the public.

Indeed, the Commission’s longstanding internal rules indicate that it is appropriate for
OGC attorneys to consult information in the public domain prior to the Commission finding
RTB. First, os our colleagues acknowledge, Comnutission Direetive 6, eapproved in Aprll of 1978,
provides tiint the Cammission mny initiate a MUR based solaly on a news nrticle, and that it is
appropriate for OGC to recammend that the Commission da sa.? Secand, the Commission’s
2007 statement of policy concerning the initial stage of the enforcement process specifically
reaffirms that, in making RTB determinations, the Commission will consider “the available
evidence,” > which has been understood for decades to include information identified by OGC
from the public domain. Throughout the history of the Commission, Commissioners on both
sides of the aisle have approved recommendations based on such information.

'8 Sec also LaBotz v. FEC, 889 F. Supp. 2d 51 (D.D.C. 2012). If a complainant balieves that the Conunission has
wrongfully dismissed a complaint, the complainant may seek a court judgment that the Cammission’s dismissal was
contrary to law. 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(8).

711 C.FR. § 111.10(b).

" rd.

Y11 CFR.§111.11.

®11CFR.§ 11112

% Id.; see also generally 11 CF.R. § 111.10(b).

2 See http://www.fec.gov/directives/directive_06.pdf.

2 Initial Stage of Enforcement Policy Statement, 72 Fed. Reg. at 12545,

% See, e.g., MUR 6238 (MyCongressmanIsNuts.com) (no RTB based on review of respondent’s website and
Facebook page); MUR 6224 (Fiorina) (no RTB based in part on review of public news reports); MUR 6084 (John
Kennedy for U.S. Senate) (dismissal based on review of ad on YouTube); MUR 5666 (MZM, Inc.) (RTB based
partly on review of public news reports); MUR 5581 (Wark) (RTB based in part on review of public news reports);
MUR 5562 (Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc.) (no RTB based in part on review of public news reports); MUR 5542
(Texans for Truth) (RTB based in part on review of public news report and statements from respondent’s website);
MUR 5421 (Kerry for President) (RTB based in part on review of public news reports); MUR 5408 (Shaspton)
(RTB iased in part on review of public nows roports); MUR 5380 (DeLay Congressional Coinmittea} (R1B based in
part on “rlue diligence review of the public record,” mchiding news reports); MUR 5328 (PAC to the Future) (RTB
based in part nn review of public news reperts); MUR 5279 (Bill Bradley for President, Inc.) (RTB based in part on
review of public newa reports); MUR 5248 (Ralph Reed) (no RTB based in part on review of puhlic news reports);
MUR 5035 (Schrock) (no RTB based in part on review of public news reports); MUR 5025 (Roukema) (no RTB

Page 5 of 13
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MUR 6540 (Rick Santorum for President, et al.)
Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

In fact, our colleagues themselves have issued decisions based on public information.?
In the past, when OGC has sought to rely o public information, our oolleagres regulurly insisted
that such materials be sent to respondents. Naw thl?’ excoriate OGC for following & procedure
for which they themselves have expressed support.® Mareovar, aur cnlleagues continne to
embrace Directive 6,2 conceding that, under the Directive, OGC may bring relevant public
information to the Commission’s attention before an RTB finding without engaging in an “extra-
statutory pre-RTB investigation.” 2® This position and our colleagues’ current interpretation of
the Act are clearly inconsistent.?

Their approach leads to incongruous results, as this very matter illustrates. Our
colleagues refused to find RTB based on their conclusion that the rally staged by MFFC on
Palazzo Gramie’s premises eleven days before the presidential primary was not a campaiga
event, but rather “an issues-oriented forom.”*® But one merely needs to visit MFFE’s publicly
availnble website advertiging the rnlly to sce that the cveat’s very name was “BRoad to Vistery

based in part on public news reports); MUR 5020 (Trump Hotels & Casinos) (RTB based in part on review of public
news reports and business website); MUR 4650 (Enid ‘94/Enid *96) (RTB based in part on review of public news
reports); MUR 4568 (Triad Management Services, Inc.) (RTB based in part on review of public news reports).

Kenneth Grass, a respected practitioner who served as Associate General Counsel and head aof the Enforcement
Division at the FEC from 1980-1986, recently described the notion of preventing OGC from looking at public

- information as “ridiculous,” adding: “To hamstring staff from taking into account information out there in the public

arena makes no sense. I've never heard of such a thing.” See Matea Gold, FEC Engulfed in Power Struggle Over
Staff Independence, WASH. POST ONLINE, July 13, 2013, available at hitp://aiticles.washingtonpost.com/2013-07-
13/politics/40552461_1_fec-power-struggle-commissioners. See also 'EC, ANNUAL REPORT 1976 52 & n.5 (1976)
(distinguishing “an irquiry ... whare further information is required before a ttetermination can be made that there is
reason to believe” from “un investipation™).

% E.g., Factual and Legal Analysis in MUR 6330 (Johnson) at 8-9 (“In addition to the documents submitted by
Respordents, the Commission also reviewed publicly available infarmation such &s news articles, sacial network
sites, and website articles....””). Other examples are listed in note 24 above.

% See Statement of Reasons of Vice Chairman Matthew S. Petersen and Commissioners Caroline C. Hunter and
Donald F. McGahn in MUR 6056 (I'rotect Colorado Jobs), dated June {, 2009 (“[T)f we assume arguendo that
certain limitetl reviews of publicly available materials are pérmissibly uadertaken ... then any unearthed facts or
allegations that OGC uses to support RTB recommendations should be provided to respondents so that they may
have a full and fair opportunity to challenge them before the Commission votes on those recommendations.”). In
this matter, OGC sent a letter. to Respondents’ counsel on October 2, 2012 enclosing the news articles and cther
public sources that OGC reviewed. OGC'’s letter made clear that any supplemental response from Respendents was
“strictly voluntary” and that not providing such a supplemental response wauld not result in any “adverse
inference.” The letter and its enclosures are appended to this Statement as Attachment A. See also note 11 above.

2 McGahn/Hunter Statement at 14-15.
2 ats.

¥ Deopite their relianot on Directive 6, our cakicagues never suggestad that the facts they refused to consider hore be
brought to the Commission’s attention using the Directive.

% McGahn/Hunter Statement at 18.

Page 6 of 13
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MUR 6540 (Rick Santorum for President, et al.)
Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

Rally 123! The flyer available at that website advertises that the rally will be “Featuring
Senator Rick Santorum;” the next line reads “Fighting for Faith, 'amily & Freedom,” a
Santorum campaigu slogan.*? Contemporaneous media reports note that Glenn Clark, MFFC’s
presidemt and tbe rally’s main arganizar, hoped the raily waald “have a big impact on the
Michigan presidential primary” and afford attendees the opnortunity to hear from “the leading
presidential candidate.”®® According to news reports, Clark intcoduced himself to rally attendees
as a “Santorum backer.”** When Santarum hiroself took the podium, the candidate told the
assembled crowd: “[Y]our country needs you to step forward here in Michigan.... First, to
make sure we have [t]he right candidate in the general election.”® Later, the candidate added
that “*Michigan can set this race on its ear.... [Y]ou have an opportunity to speak loudly....
What ... this race comes down to is, what kind of country do you want to give your children.
These remarks are typical of a campaign stump speech. Contrary tb the Respondents’
assertions,’’ there even appear to have been Santami campaign signs at the rally, as evidenced
by a phutograph accompanyiag anp of the pubtio articles that OGC revicwed.*® Certainly, the
rally also featured discussion of a wide range of issues — but the common thread was their
relation to the 2012 election.

136

While, in this case, public information corroborated the alle%ations in the Complaint,
such public information is often also used for exculpatory purposes.”® Contrary to what our
colleagues suggest in their statement, there are many matters in which OGC has used public
information to support a recommendation of “no RTB” or discretionary dismissal.** Our

3! FGCH at 6.

32 I4. The rally coincided with the Santorum campaign’s “Faith, Family & Freedom Tour.” See
http://www.ricksantorum.com/pressrelease/senator-santorum-launches-%E2%80%9Cfaith-family-and-freedom-
tour%E2%80%9D.

3 FGCR at 13.

3 Id. at 8 (citing Complaint, Exhibit A).

1 a7,

%1d at 8.

37 MFFC Response at 2; Santorum Committee Response at 1.

38 See Marina Cracchiolo, Rick Santorum: Turn Away from "Snobbish Elite,” HARTLAND PATCH (Feb. 17, 2012),
available at http://hartland.patch.com/articles/rick-santorum-pleads-with-shelby-township-to-pick-right-candidate
(“Cracchiolo Article”) (photo included in online article shows individual holding Santorum campaign sign). A hard
copy of this article was included with the letter OGC sent to Respondents. See Attachment A, Enclosure 6.

% Numerous examples are described in note 24 above and note 40 below.

“ See, e.g., FGCRs in MUR 6558 (Jenkins) (recommending dismissal based in part en a newspaper article); MUR
6462 (Trump) (recommending no RTB based in part on newspaper articles, YouTube videos, and respondent’s
website); MUR 5965 (Fischer for Senate) (recommending disnrissal based ia part on information obwuined on a
domain name registration website); MUR 6127 (Obama for America) (recommending dismissal based on
information obtained from a travel website); MURs 6295 & 6307 (Lowden) (recommending dismissal based in part
on rental vehicle websites). Numerous other examples are described in note 24 above.

Page 7 of 13
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MUR 6540 (Rick Santorum for President, et al.)
Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

colleagues’ assertion — unsupported by reference to any facts, specific matters, or events — that
OGC “generully omitfs] exculpatory information” is simply not consistent with the historical
record.”’ Tiis acousation, unaccompanied by any supporting facts, has the unfortunate result of
urdfeirly impugning the poofessionaiism and integrity of our staff, whn have no public platform ta
defend themselves.

FEC staff must always endeavor to provide the Commission with the best information
available — either inculpatory or exculpatory — in formulating RTB recommendations. This task
sometimes necessitates reviewing materials available in the public domain.* In this case, OGC
was thorough and professional. There is nothing in the realms of law or common sense to
suggest that our lawyers should do their jobs — or that we should do ours — with blinders on.
Willfully uninformed decision-making is not a requirement of the Act. To the contrary, the
Commission has an obligdtion to take publicly available information: into aceount when making
RTB, or no RTB, findirgs.

The Rally

Turning to this specific matter, the Complaint alleges that MFFC and Palazzo Grande
made, and the Santorum campaign accepted, prohibited corporate contributions when corporate
resources were used to stage the rally.**

The Act’s prohibition on corparate centributions is broad and unequivocal. Corporations,
inoluding non-profit oerpetations like MFFC, may not make contributions to candidates or their
committees.* This prohibition on corporate contributions applies to direct or indirect payments,
gifts, services, or, indeed, “anything of value” given “for the purposa of influencing any election
for Federal office.” By regulation, the Commission has specifically defined “anything of
value” to include “the provision of goods or services” either without charge or far less than the

! McGahn/Hunter Statement at 13.

%2 Drawing upon appropriate resources to formulate careful recommendations is the essence of an enforcement
attorney’s job. To say that a due process concern arises because attorneys will sometimes, but not always, consult
material in the public domain, see id., proves too much. The same could be said for legal research using a
commervial electronic legal librury, like Westlaw or Lexis/Nexis. Just as Westlaw or Lexis/Nexis research is
unnecessary if a legal issue is already familiar, review of the public domain may be unnecessary if, for example, the
respondant does nat dispute engaging in the relevant conduct an the complaint alleges only canduct that is plainly
permissible. These are determinations appropriately left to OGC’s professianal judgmenii in the first instance. There
is no indication that OGC hns exercised titis judgment in a biased manner. To the contrary, OGC has consistently
included both exculpatory and inculpatory public information in recommendatians concerning respondents affiliated
with both major parties and a wide variety of ideological viewpoints. See, e.g., notes 24 and 40 above.
Nevertheless, Commissioners who disagree with OGC’s approach in any particular case remain free to vote against
the staff recommendation.

“ Complaint at 3.
“2US.C.§ 441b(a); 11 CFR. § 114.2(b)(1).

42 U.8.C. §§ 431(8)(AXi), 441b(b)(2); see also 11 C.F.R. §§ 100.52(d)(1), 114.1(a)(1).
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. MUR 6540 (Rick Santorum for President, et al.)

Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

usual and normal charge.*® Furthermore, Commission regulations specifically state that such
impermissible corporate contributions include “advertising services” and “facilities.”*’

OGC’s conclusion that there is RTB that MFFC and Palazzo Grande made prohibited
contributions to the Santorum cexhpaign is well-founded. The rally, for which Palazzo Grande
donated free access to its 25,000 square foot Palazzo Grande Banquet and Event Center, took
place eleven days before the Repuhlican presidential primary and was called the “Road to
Victory Rally ‘12.” An estimated 1,500 people attended.”® Clark said that the rally’s purpose
was “to have a big impact on the Michigan presidential primary” and introduced himself to the
attendees as a “Santorum backer.”* Santorum’s own featured speech made the case for his
candidacy, and called on the attendees to “make sure we have the right candidate for the general
election.”® There also appear to have been Santorum campaign signs at the rally.”!

Far a corporatian 1o fund a foruni for a campaign-related event ordinarnly eonstitutes a
prohibited contribution, although there are limited exceptions to this broad prohibition. For
example, a corporation “may allow a candidate ... to address its restricted class,” i.e. its
stockhalders and executive or adminiatrative personnel and their families,* “at a meeting,
convention or other function of the corporation.”> A corporation may also allow candidates “to
address or meet” any employees of the corporation and their families,> but only if several
criteria are met, including that other candidates for the same office must be invited to appear,”
and that the corporation itself not expressly advocate for the candidate.’® Both types of meetings
or events may include only a very limited set of other attendees, including “other guests of the
corporation who are being honored or speaking or participatthg in the event.”™’

These narrow exceptions plainly (o nat apply to this ret of facts. There was no effort to
restrict attendance at the rally to either MFFC or Palazza Grande’s employees or restricted class.

%11 CF.R. § 100.52(d)().
Hd.

* FGCR at 6-8.

“Id. at 13.

Y Id. at 8.

51 See Cracchiolo Article.

52 See 11 C.F.R. § 114.1(j)
311 CFR. § 114.3(c)2).
%11 CF.R. § 114.4(b)(1).

55 11 C.F.R. § 114.4(b)(1Xii).
56 11 C.FR. § 114.4(b)(1)(v).

5711 C.F.R. §§ 114.3(c)(2)(i), 114.4(b)(1) (emphasis added).
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MUR 6540 (Rick Santorum for President, et al.)
Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

The 1,500 attendees did not even need tickets.”® The main organizer, Clark, billed the rally as an
effort to “have a big impact” on the upcoming primnary, and specifically endorsed Santorum in
his remarks. It is undisputed that no other candidate was invited to participate in the rally.>® The
Commission recently cansidereii facta thot were argnahly less ainar-cul, involving a raily
fehturing several Republican candsdntes and unanimously agreed that “the restricted class
exemption does not appear to apply.”®

Thus, in our view, this is not a hard case. Nevertheless, in the McGahn/Hunter
Statement, our colleagues suggest that the 1,500 attendees at the rally may have been “other
guests of the corporation” who were “participating in the event,” and argue that uncertainty
about this issue precludes enforcement on due process grounds.’' This argument cannot be
squared with their own previeus position or witli the Commission’s Explanation and Justification
(“E&J”) of the originul rule. Aeconlding to the E&J, the narrow exception-within-an-exception
thst our nolleagues naw invoke “ailows guests who are being honorad or speaking or
participating in the event (i.e. those who are part of the program), to be present during the
candidate appearancc. 2 No ane has suggested that all 1,500 atterudees at the rally were “part of
the pragram.” Such an argument would render the limitations on who can attend corporate
events featuring candidates essentially meaningless.

Moreover, our colleagues have incorrectly relied on two advisory opinions permitting
corporations to spunsor events with candidates ih attendance, Advisory Opinions 1996-11
(National Right to Life Conventions, Inc.) (“NRLC”) and 1980-22 (American Iron and Steel
Institute) (“AISI”).® NRLC involved a non-ptofit cerporation that sought to invite two
incumbunt legislaiors to spnak abost “legislative afforts and proposals in Cangress aad pthsr
issues of interest tb pro-lifers.” The Cammission stated that the event would be permissible, but
only if NLRC agreed to four specific conditions, including that neither the speakers nar the
corporation could expressly advocate for any candidate’s nomination, election or defeat.

8 FGCR at 7.

%% Id. at 9-11. Respondents claim other candidates were invited to alternative events, but even if such events wouid
constitute “similar opportunit[ies] to appear,” see 11 C.F.R. 114.4(b)(1)(ii), that fact is not sufficient to trigger the
section 114.4(b)(1) exception for the rally because the general public was invited, not just Respondents’ employees.
Further, there Is no available information to support Respondents’ assertions beyond Clark’s unsworn statement on
behalf of MFFC and unsworn representations from the Santorum Committee’s counsel.

8 Statemant of Reasans of Chuir Caroline C. Hunter, Vice Chair Ellen L. Weintraub, aod Commissioners Donald F.
McGahn, Cynthia L. Bauerly, Matthew S. Petersen, and Steven T. Walther in MUR 6459 (fowa Faith and Freedom
Coalition) at 3. Notwithstanding the apparznt vialation, the Commission voted unanimously to exercise its
prosecutorial discretion to dismiss the matter based on the small amounts in violation. Id. at 3-4.

8! McGahn/Hunter Statement at 17.

82 Corporate and Labor Organization Activity; Express Advocacy and Coordination with Candidates, 60 Fed. Reg. '
64,260, 64,268 (Dec. 14, 1995} (emphasis added). -

% McGahn/Hunter Statement at 19-20. Notably, Advisory Opinion 1996-11 (NRLC) specifically states that the

activity in question does not fall undor the exceptions at 11 C.F.R. §§ 114.3(c)(2) and 114.4(b)(2), which our
colleagues invoke.

Page 10 0f 13 |



1380483482463

MUR 6540 (Rick Santorum for President, et al.)
Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

Similarly, AISI wished to sponsor a series of “town meetings” featuring incumbent legislators
discussing “issues facing the steel industry.” AISI, like NRLC, represented that neither the
corporation nor the speakers would make remarks relating to campaign actlvity. Again, the
Conmissina conditicmed its affitinative response pn ihe absence of any expruss advocacy or
solicitation of campaign funds.

The fact that the speakers in both these advisory opinions were sitting legislators is not a
coincidence. A member of Congress seeking reelection by necessity wears two hats: that of a
candidate and that of an officeholder. These advisory opinions allow important aspects of the
officeholder’s work to continue while he or she is a candidate — if the participants adhere to
certain conditions that largely preclude campaign-related activity. The rally, on the other hand,
appears to have been almost entirely campaign-related. It did not feature a sitting efficeholder.
Its express purposey according to Clatk, was to influence the ugeoming election. Clark andomed
Santarum at the rally, and Santarum appears to hava ased his own featured spacch to muke the
case fer his candidacy. The advisory opinions our calleagues invoke are decidedly not on
point.*

For all of these reasons, and those ably set forth in the FGCR, we concurred with OGC
that there was a sufficient basis to investigate whether Respondents violated the prohibition on
corporate contributions by staging the rally.

Otlier Contributions

In addition to the rally, the Complaint asserts that MFFC coordinated its other
expenditures related to thc 2012 election with the Santorum1 Committee, resulting in prohibited
corporate contributions.®

Under the Act and Commission regulations, election-related expenditures that are made
“in cooperation, consultation, or concert, with, or at the request or suggestlon of, a candidate, his
authorized political committees, or their agents” constitute contributions.® Corporations are not
permitted to make contributions to federal candldates, and therefore may not coordinate their
election-related expenditures with candidates.’’

84 Moreover, their draft in Advisory Opinion 2012-29 (Hawaiian Airlines, Inc.), which failed by a vote of 3-3, is not
preccdential. See McGahn/Hunter Statement at 20 n.63. There appears to be only cne instance in an advisory
opinion in which the Commimion addressed a speaking event involving a non-officeholder and that event did not
include a single reference to the election. See Advisory Opinion 1992-06 (Duke).

8 Complaint at 2.
8 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(7)(BX(i); 11 C.F.R. § 109.20(b).

57 On the subject of coordination more generally, our colleagues acousc former Commissioner Bauerly and us of
selectively enforcing the law, implying that we dismissed MUR 6502 (Nebraska Democratic Party), a case against a
state Democratic party committee, for partisan reasons. McGahn/Hunter Statement at 29 n.93. Wereleased a
statement at the time the casc went public, explaining that we joined our Republican colleagues in a unanimous
Commission vote to approve OGC’s recommendation ta find no RTB that a violation occurred “because the record
did not contain sufficient information that the ads [in question] were ‘for the purpose of influencing’ a Federal
election, as required by the Act.” See Statement of Reasons of Vice Chair Ellen L. Weintraub and Commissioners

Page 11 0of 13
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MUR 6540 (Rick Santorum for President, et al.)
Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

Again, OGC’s RTB recommendation related to coordination was entirely appropriate.5
According to mmews reports, Clark, MFFC’s founder and president, also had a high-profile official
role with the Saniorum cumpaign. Clark was described, varyiagly, #s the Santarunr campaign’s
“statewida grassronts coordinntor,” “state political director,” aid one of two individuals forming
the “core” of Santorum’s campaign in Michigan.% Clerk himself was quoted recounting
conversations with Santorum about planning campaign events in Michigan.”® Apparently
concerned about Clark’s involvement with the Santorum Committee, the executive director of
the national Faith and Freedom Coalition reportedly asked Clark to take a leave of absence for
the duration of the campaign.”' Respondents characterize Clark as a volunteer and deny that he
had access to any “non-public” information about the Santoram campaign, but even they admit
that'he hat an official rele irr the campaign at the same time that he served as MFFC’s
president.” Moresver, they do not deny that Clark was Involved in MFFC’s election-related
expanditures.

Simply stated, when an individual takes on a prominent role with a federal campaign, it
can be reasonably inferred that any expenditures made at that individual’s direction that benefit
the campaign may have been made “in cooperation, consultation, or concert” with it. In this
case, the available information suggests that Clark was not a mere ground-level volunteer; he had
a statewide role and access to the candidate. Respondents* unsworn denials (in one case through
counsel), while relevant, are not dispositive. '

For these reasons, we conourred with QGC that there was sufficient justificarlon to
investigate whether MFFC marle additianal cantributions to the Santorum campaign in the form
of coordinated expenditures.

Cynthia L. Bauerly and Steven T. Walther in MUR 6502 (Nebraska Democratic Party), dated Aug. 15,2012, Once
again, our colleagues’ accusation of partisanship is baseless.

68 See FGCR at 17-19.

% Id. at 4-5.

™ Id. at 18.

"' Id. at 8-9. Clark declined to do so. Id.

2 MFFC Response at 2; Santorum Committee Supplemental Response at 2.
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MUR 6540 (Rick Santorum for President, et al.)
Statement of Chair Weintraub and Commissioner Walther

Accordingly, we voted in favor of OGC’s recommendations.

8/22)13  Eln L.

Date | 7 Ellen L. Weintraub
Chair

12E i il
Date Steven T. Walther '
Commissioner
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

October 2, 2012

By E-mail & U.S. Mail

Cleta Mitchell, Esq.

Foley & Lardner LLP

3000 K Street, NW

Suite 600

Washington, DC 20007-5109
Email: cmitchell@foley.com

Re: MUR 6540
Rick Santorum for President and Nadine Maenza
in her official capacity as treasurer
Michigan Faith & Freedom Coalition
Glenn Clark
The Palazzo Grande, Inc.

Dear Ms. Mitchell:

On March 27, 2012, the Federal Election Commission notified your client, Rick Santorum
for President and Nadine Maenza in her official capacity as treasurer, of a complaint designated
MUR 6540 alleging violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the
“Act”). The Commission received your response, and the Commission’s Office of the General
Counsel (“OGC”) now is reviewing the matter so that it may make a recommendation about
whether there is — or is not — reason to believe that the conduct alleged in the complaint violated the
Act. In the course of its review, it has identified the enclosed publicly available information that
may be relevant to the allegations in the complaint. Before OGC completes its review and makes
its recommendation to the Commission, we wanld like te pravide you with an oppdrtunity to
review thia infarmation and supplement your response, if yau would like to do so.

To be clear, you are not required to provide any further response. Therefore, any
supplemental response you may choose to submit would be strictly voluntary. No adverse
inference will be drawn if you choose not to respond further. On the other hand, OGC will take
into account any additional information you provide before completing its review and submniitting
its recommendation to the Commission. If you choose to supplement your earlier response, please
do so in writing within the next ten (10) days. If we do nat hear from you, we will proceed based
on the information how available.
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Cleta Mitchell, Esq.
October 2, 2012
Page 2 of 2
If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1597.

Leonard O. Evans III
Attorney, Enforcement Division
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Paul Harris, Evangalicals spread the gospel of Rick Santorum in blue-collar Michigan,
THE GUARDIAN, Feb. 16, 2012,
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MFFC, Road to Victory Rally '12 Featuring Sen. Rick Santorum, FACEBOOK EVENTS
(Feb 17, 2012), http://www.facebook.com/events/329973113711267/.

- Marina Cracchiolo, Rick Santorum: Turn Away from “Snobbish Elite,” HARTLAND

PATCH (Feb. 17, 2012), http://hartland.patch. cem/artlcles/nck-santorum-pleads-mth-
shelby-township-to-pick-right-candidate.

Chad Selweski, “Michigan can set this race on its ear,” Santorum tells Macomb County,
THE OAKLAND PRESS, Feb. 17, 2012,
http://www.theoaklandpress.com/articles/2012/02/17/news/local_news/doc4f3ef2db04df9
205452847.txt.

Salena Zito, Michigan Pivatal for GOP front-runners, PITT. TRIBUNE-REVIEW, Feb. 18,
2012, http://triblive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_782298.html/#axzz26Ms2J30a.

Associated Press, Romney's organizational strength helps in Michigan, KINGSPORT
TIMES-NEWS, Feb 26, 2012, http://www.timesnews.net/article/9042919/romney39s-
organizational-strength-helps-in-michigan,
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Santorum to speak Friday at Shelby Township event
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Published on C & G Newspapers (https://www.candgnews.com)

Shelby Township
February 14, 2012

Santorum to speak Friday at Shelby

Township event

By Brad D. Bates
C & G Staff Writer

With the Feb. 28 U.S. presidential primary around the corner, Sterling Heights native
Glenn Clark thought he'd help out his friend Rick Santorum.

Fresh off Santorum'’s Feb. 7 primary wins In Missouri, Colorado and Minnesota, he will be
the first Republican presidential hopeful to speak in Macomb County at 11:15 a.m. Feb. 17
at Palazzo Grande at 54660 Van Dyke Ave.

“I'nt a friend of his, and | remember him, although he might not remember nte, frem when
he came in to Michigan in 2010," said Clark, the Michigan Faith and Freedom Coalition
president.

“We talked to him about doing something last October when they had the debate at
Oakland University, but that fell apart. So this is something we’ve been working on for a
couple months."

Clark said the event is not ticketed, which means that all are welcome and there is no
charge for admission. Doors open at 10:30 a.m. with Santorum, who also won the lowa
caueus Jan. 3, set to speak at 11:15a.m.

“There are not enough hours to raach aut to everyons, but we have wide arms and open
doars,” Clark said of the open invitation to all interested parties.

“We want to have a big impact on the Michigan presidential primary,” Clark added. “And
we want people out hearing from a presidential candidate — the leading presidential
candidate.”

Santorum’s wins Feb. 7 gave him 71 delegates, placing him second to Mitt Romney, who
has 105 delegates after winning primaries in New Hampshira, Florida, Maine and Nevada.

“Laet night, clean sweep victories in Minnesota, Colorado and Missouri were nothing short
of stunning,” Santorum said in a post on his website Feb. 8.

“Overnight we have changed the race for the (presidency). But it wasn't just a big win for
our campaign — it was also a huge win for conservatism and the tea party movement.”

https://www.candgnews.com/print/52296 9/28/2012
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Santorum to speak Friday at Shelby Township event

The Michigan primary, which will dictate the votes of 30 delegates, takes place the same
day as Arizona and its 29 delegates.

Along with the Troy-based Michigan Faith and Freedom Coalition, Santorum's appearance
is co-sponsored by the Macamb County Republican Party, Metro Detroit Freedom
Coalition Tea Party, Romeo Area Tea Party and the Southeast Michigan 9.12 Tea Party.

“None of the groups are endorsing him, but a lot of the individual leaders have and |
have,” Clark said of Santorum, a former U.S. senator from Pennsylvania. “He's a friend
and a great American.”

You can reach C & G Staff Writer Brad D. Bates at bbates@candgnews.com or at (586)
498-1029.

Source URL: hiips:fiwwwicandg

https://www.candgnews.com/print/52296 9/28/2012
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DAVID TAINTOR - FEBRUARY 14, 2012, 6:18 AM
5333

Mitt Romney isn't supposed to lose Michigan.

With deep personal ties to the state, a father who was once its governor, and a campaign-saving wir
here in 2008, Michigan has always been pretty good to Mitt.

But two weeks out from the 2012 primary, polls show a resurgent Rick Santorum taking control —
portending the once unthinkable for Taam Romney.

It's a familiar story line: Romney has continued to have trouble connecting to conservative
Republican primary voters, nowhere more so than in midwestern industrial states like Michigan.

http://2012.talkingpointsmemo.com/2012/02/could-rick-santorum-really-win-michigan.php ~ 9/28/2012
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Still, Romney’s campaign and its supporting super PACs remain more organized and better financed
than his rivals. But while Romney has the money to bury Santorum in a deluge of negative
advertising, does he actually have an attack message that can draw blood?

“[He] has all the momentum in Michigan right now,” said Dean Debnam, President of Public Policy
Polling, of Santorum’s current position ir the state. Jim Thienel, chairrnan of the Oakiand County
Republican Party, one of Michigan's lameat counties, said Michigan voters sat Santorum as a "fresh
face” in the GOP field with a message that's “stariing to reapnate.”

It doeen't hurt that Santorum's message haen't heen averwheimingly negative, Thienel added.
“Paople enjoy the fact that he's not going negative.” Still, “We'll see when the guns turn in
(Santorum’s) direction,” Thiene! said.

And it's that gun battle that will decide what happens in Michigan. Unlike in his surprising win in
Colorado last week, Santorum now has a huge target on his back. To pull off a win in Michigan, he
has to fight Romney on the air, said Arthur Lupia, a political science professor at the University of
Michigan. “If you see Santorum ads, he has a chance,” Lupia told TPM. “If you don't, it's very
unlikely he'd pull off (a win).” Co
Norm Shinile, choirman of the Inghara County Ftepoblican Farty isn't convinced that the polls really
show Santorum has a chance, calling his surge a “political pendulum type of thing.” | like them
both,” Shinkle told TPM. But Romney would have to "shoot himself in the foot” to really setaffe
sustained Santorum surge there, Shinkle added.

Santorum'’s campaign did not respond to multiple requests for comment on their strategy in
Michigan going forward. But Glenn Clark — a member of Santorum’s team in Michigan and head of
the Faith and Family Coalition in Michigan — said the former senator is able to go “toe to toe” with
Romney.

If Santorurn contirues to poll well, it's easy to imagine Romney stepping up the attacks. If
Santorum wern to eke out a win, it would deal a devastating blow to Romney’s bruised campaign.
He'll be relying on people like Clark to help him get there.

“The whate race changes after a Santorum win in Michigan;” Clark said.

Evan McMorris-Santore centributed reporting.

Michigan, Mitt Romney, Rick Santorum

« David Taintor ) .
Dawd Taintor is the Front Page Editor at TPM, where he contributes to TPM's Livewire coverage,
among other areas. David is from Chanhassen, Minnesota, where, yes, it gets very cold. Reach him
at taintor [at] talkingpointsmemo.com
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MICHIGAN FAITH & FREEDOM COALITION

ROAD TO VICTORY RALLY ‘12

---Featuring---

SENATOR RICK SANTORUM
Fighting for Faith, Family & Freedom

Friday, February 17
Doors open - 10:30 AM
Rally begins - 11:15 AM

Complimentary event, bring friends & cameras

THE PALAZZO GRANDE
Banquet & Event Center
54660 Van Dyke Avenue (south of 25 Mile Road)
Shelby Township, Michigan

Senator Santorum will take questions from the audience.

Notice: Family-friendly placards/signs only. We reserve right to prohibit questionable material.

Stay updated on Road to Victory Rally ‘12 at: www.michiganffc.com
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Evangelicals spread the gospel of Rick Santorum in blue-collar Michigan | World news | g...

theguardian Printing.sponsored by:
‘Kodak
AII_-In-One Printers

elections2012 ATE
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Evangelicals spread the gospel of Rick

Santorum in hlue-collar Michigan
Santorum has a working-class appeal to go with his faith — and
that has made him the favourite in Mitt Romney's home state

Péul Harrte in Grend Rapids, Michigan
fWE-8% guardian.co.uk, Thumsday 16 February 3012 15.57 BST
A8 a0y

Rick Santorum's popularity has seen hlmnhwltlnw tlwludlnuhldun -umn MlltRommhdbeenﬁvondu

. ta win. Photograph: James Passinger

Outside a Christian store in the middle of a maze of suburban strip malls, Grace Rozelle
has no doubt about what matters to her in the Republican primary battle for Michigan.

"Abortion is the really big thing for me. It has always been extremely.important because
of my faith,” explained the 69-year-old retired schoolteacher. "I love Jesus and he
created all of us.”

Rozelle was standing on the outskirts of Grand Rapids, just a few streets away from the
Mars Hill Bible Church, an evangelical mega-church built out of a converted shopping
mall. Such displays of religious conviction are usually not seen as vital to Michigan's
political landscape, which is more typically dominated by heavy industry and struggling
city economies like Detroit and Flint.

But Rick Santorum is changing all that.

‘http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/feb/1 6/evangelicals-rick-santorum-michigan/print

9/28/2012
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Evangelicals spread the gospel of Rick Santorum i blue-collar Michigan | World news | g..:

The former Pennsylvania senator has surged into contention in the 2012 race on the
back of a stunning hat-trick of victorles in Missouri, Minnesota and Colorado. He has
banded together religious social conservatives and Tea Party supporters, creatinga
powetful challengs to frontrunner Milt Rompery in mitional polls. It has also ssen him
catapmit into the lmed in Bfichigam, a sinte that oully visnks ego Daimaft-hoxn Ronmey
assmad vean virtually gusmntead. Qne Michigan pbl] hed Saatarum shead by 15 points,
and tha laat four surveys alt shew him maintaining alesd.

Now if antorum can beut Renmey in Miehigan on Februkry a8, he would deal a hugely
damaging blow to the former Massachusetts governor's campaign, and achieve
something few experts ever believed possible: become a real contender for the
Republican nomination. *it is absolutely going to be a competitive race In Michigan
now," said Stu Sandler, a top Repulllican strategist ih the gtate.

Santorum'’s surge in Michigan is in many ways based around Grand Rapids, Michigan's
second blggest city and a regional centre for evangelical Christians. "In Grand Rapids it
is hard to throw a rack and not hit a church,” ssid Profassor Havin dan Dulk, a palitizal
sclentist-at Calvin College, a local Chrigtian university. Indeed, Rozslle ian't the anly one
in the area who places a great deal of kmportance an religion in politics. In 2008, 39% of
Michigan voters in that year's Republican primary identified themselves as evengelical.,

'—‘,T‘ —
) .

Inside the Christian store where Rozelle wes doing some shopping, the manager, Jason
Blik, 30, says his faith helps inform everything from abortion to foreign policy. "As a
person of faith [ belleve Israel is very important,” he said. "If it comes to a choice
between Mitt Romney and Rick Santorum, I am edging towards Santorum, but I still
need to do some more research.”

Outside Grand Enplds, wastern Michigan stretohas away in cauuiies lile Kent,
Kalamazaa and Ottawa that are the Michigen's evangelical heartinnd. Far from the hlue-
collar, heavily Democrat parts of the state, this is red state America. The head of Ottawa
County’s Republican party, local attorney Adam Tountas, believes Santorum can beat
Romnoy. "Santann hea # zhanca, It is exsily foreseashle to think that eithar of them
could win thig" he said.

Santorum's curu appual it ainied solidly et the Rupublican party’s evangelicul foot

- golditirs, Bantom viisae hia faith orc his slkeve, touting his lifeicng devnui Raimen

Catholiziam, stapom anti-ahortian tmlinfs, lepny marrisga avel savan childmn.
Romsney’s Marinan falth, ca the other hand, is seen by some as a fringe religion, and
hampers him in his outreach to the community. But for Santorum it comes easily and in
straightforward languuge. In & speech ts the Dewolt Beonemie Club in the dovmtawn of
Amgrica's car expital, Santorom appealed 1 a lnnei meeting of Joon] buslissprmen for
the amnliry to get back W simple snlimes. "We Inve tt areate a culture ceshdent with thn
values of our covntry ... believing in freadom, faith and family," ha said.

In order tv cement support with Christian voters in the state, Yantoruar's campeign
quicldy sighed up thftusntidl Michigan ssclal yonservative Glerm Clurk, hsad of the
state's Faiths aud Memily Coalisinie. “We havn a tremenduns notuen h of peopie who mm
going to comm out. The evangelioals I am tsildng to about a exonih ugo wem sprasd ont
all over the map, Naw they are ccmeantrating aml being irawn ta Rich Samorum,” Clark
told the Guardian,

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/feb/16/evangelicals-rick-sanforum-michigan/print
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Evangelicals spread the gospel of Rick Santorum in blue-collar Michigan | World news | g...

Clark pointed out that a recent political row over some religious organisations having to
provide contraception s part of President Obarma's heultheare coverage liad boosted the
Santorum campaign by putticeg social 1sses back into nationa! US politics. “We see the
onslaught against our religious libacties from Obama. Evangeticals know Rick Santorum
will ba-a fighter for eur rigiits in Wemhingston," Clark said.

God and manumon

But faith voters aione will not win Michigan. Santorum also needs a convincing
economic message. Michigan, with its manufacturing base having endured decades of
decline, is job-hungry, and Santorum needs to prescribe solid economic medicine amid
the faith heafing. But, unlike the wealthy Romney, Santorum has working-class roots in
the Pernsylvania coal country and sttfkes a populist tome, He portrays hinmelf as the
ordinary man-in-the-strest that Romney carmot. "Santorum is a working-class guy who
can speak the langhege, wherema Rotaney is sonmans ssen an burn with e sitere spoon in
his mnuth,” said Dan Dhilk, the Calvin Callege profnazor,

It iz an owerlooked part of Santcrum's appeal. In Detroit, Santoruis spoke emotionally
of his childhood in & working-class famfly descended from It=lian immigrants. "My
grandfather was a coalminer. I'knew that was our wealth. It was not great wealth, it was
not opulent wealth, but it allowed folks to sustain families,” he said. Santorum went.on
to explain economic policies that imagine cutting corporate taxes and simplifying
regulation while slashing away at welfare benefits. But he also put a stress-on boosting
manifeoeuring, saying he will remove all eorporste taxes on US manufactuting firms,

L

Santorum needs to talk jobs because in terms of social issues, such as abortion and gay
marriage, there is little real policy difference between the main Republican candidates.
That actually allows other issuea to come through for the religious base. On the Calvin
College campus, it was edsy to meet evangelical voters. But they had a wide range of
conconus. §tudent Dunrun Eornelius, 20, who is the fifil gewssatiin of his éwvout family
to g tn Calvin, is a fim of Bon Paulls ecomnmic bdeax. "kMorms are imgmstant o m. §nt 1
am not going to nor vote far someone booruze I dnn't share their religious baekground,"
he sait. Even Tountas — the attorney in evengelical-heavy Qttawa county — said tha
economy was the biggest issue. “The economy is the No 1 factor in our politics at the
moment,” he said.

oo \' . &
Back at Calvin, however, Jeremy Smith, 19, who is studying communications, paused
between classes and said he was likely to cast his first ever vote in the Republican

primary. He did not yet know whom for. “It is in God's hands,” he said.

But no one in the Santorum campaign is taking it quite that for granted. They know that
if they can pull off a win in Michigan, it would tear a huge hole in Romney's stance as
the frontrimner. But he vill need to blend God and Mammoa to come up with 2 haady
mix of faith and weslth meatinn.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/feb/16/evangelicals-rick-santorum-michigan/print 9/28/2012
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Evangelicals spread the gospel of Rick Santorum in blue-collar Michigan | World news | g...

In his speeches, he already links family values directly with a healthier economy and a
smaller government, "Unless we have strong families and strong communities we.are
not going to be an economically successful country,” he said in Detroit. If that blended
message starts to take off with voters could Santorun actuslly win on Romney's honre
turf?

"Sure he could," said Den Dulk.

» Photographs by James Fassinger

© 2012 Gandisa Nwvs and Media Limited or s affillsaad companies. All rights reserved.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/feb/16/evangelicals-rick-santorum-michigan/print
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ROAD TO VICTORY RALLY ‘12 FEATURING SEN. RICK
SANTORUM

Public Event * By Michigan Faith & Freedom Coalition

-

, February 17, 2012 12:00pm until 1:30pm
MICHIGAN FAITH & FREEDOM CDALITION

ROAD YO VICTORY RALLY '12

~Featuring—
SENATOR RICK SANTORUM

Fighting for Faith, Family & Freedom

Friday, February 17th
Doors open - 10:30 AM
Rally begins - 11:15 AM

ComglimerRary evertt, bring ends & cameras

THE PALAZZO GRANDE
Banquet & Event Center
54660 Van Dyke Asenua
Shelby Township, Michigan

Senator Santorum will take questions from the audience.

The event is also sponsered bz
The Mzoemb County Repuliiican Party, MEDEFCO Tea Party & the Romeo Area Tea Party.
Welcome fellow patriots!

Notice: Famlly-friendly placards/sigas only. We reserve right o prohiit questionable material,

"Uke" our Fadtek fan poge to k=ep up-to-date tn shpactant conservative and pro-farmsl
Issues at: httpas//www.facdissok.eom/MIFAITH

PEEFGESSRRERFRERITRREICHPEC RS RIESIARR RGNS 000
FREQRESBERIFNRRCICN RS

VISIT QUR WEB SITE: www.michiganfic.com

DONATE TO THE MICHIGAN FATTH & FREEDOM COALITION: Donate
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: mmmmmr-weuhm
EMAILL US AT: Info@michiganffc.com

RPEGERCRRRBOEPEUNER ISR ERRENRRERRERINRENSIERAENNSIE
RRRELERBLECR 02000

http://www.facebook.com/events/329973113711267/
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ROAD TO VICTORY RALLY ‘12 FEATURING SEN. RICK SANTORUM | Facebook

9‘
event plamed and mcuted In three days. Thank you team for all
you do for the cause.
February 17 at 12:22pm

Carolyn Wegener and Mike Kudzia ke this,

Gena Kapral Helmstettar
WOULD LOVE TO BE THERE BUT I AM OUT OF TOWN!
Y February 17 at S:53am

§a~'¢‘ Michigan Faith & Freedom Coalition
=\* The above listed map Is Ihcorrect via facebook. Please use this map
TwE AT or the map on the emall invitation only.

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=enliriz=1C2GGEE_enUSA58U
$4588psi=18gs_sm=1&gs_up!=1243|3230(0/5111i71710101010i1 8919
3812.517108bav=0n.2%2Cor.r_gc.r_pw.r_qf.%2Ccf.0sb8biw=10618b
h=6518ume=18ic=UTF-8&d=0%2C0%
2C41023987600257682168fb=18&hq=
palazzo+grandefhnearmOn8624c40a318t¢c13%
3A0xb44b00c67e917787%2CTroy%2C+M18gi=usBdaddr=5466
0+Van+Dyke-+Avenued2C+Shel+ Township9%
2C+M1+483168ge0008e=0%2C42.6963249%2C-83.0331248sa=XBe
1=QTkIT4G7MY-10AGSILCIBwEMVE=00BCQNOIWAA

54660 Van Dyke Avenue, Shelby Township, MI
48316 - Google Maps

maps.gnogie.com
mnlwmmmmnamm
n Google Maps

February 16 at 9:19am
Nancy Dilon likes this.
1 share

Nancy Dillan

4 Why does the "Get Directions" send you to Sheiby on the west side
' of MI? 1 belleve this Is Nosth of Sterling Helghts right?
February 16 at 7:17am

i Shari Drake
i Working....
+  February 15 at 6:4¥pm

Jack McGrath
The most electable candidate!

February 15 at 5:35pm

http://www.facebook.com/events/329973113711267/ 9/28/2012.
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ROAD TO VICTORY RALLY ‘12 FEATURING SEN. RICK SANTORUM | Facebook

BN -Tina Good- Wassa ‘ "
R So wish I could go....buk gotta work =( 1
' February 15 at 18:33am 1

8] Sandra Kahn
# Unfortunately, I can't go, but thanks for posting this. :
* February 15 &t 10:07am H
j
PNE. Mark Holder 1
‘3\ 3 Wish I could go! 1
February 15 nt 5:008¢ near Midiand, M1 : .
Q- Michigan Faith & Freedom Coalition E
R3¢ hitp:/fronme.comy2012/02/road-to-victory-rally-12-featuring-senator . :
X rick-santorum/ {
Rotd 0 Victory Rilly “12 eituriag Senator Risk ;
Santorum - Republican Conwnittea of Northem :
Macom -
Notice: Famay-Rieniily plecads/emns only. We resarve ;
February 11 at 6:14pm £
%] Uoyd Cheak VOTE-VOTE-VOTE for Rick Santorum... Defest {
1 Romney . i
" February 158t S:28am- 1 . ;
| Kelth Den Hollandar o
{. Anything on the West Coast of MI? H
February 14 at 5:14pm :
Tamny Staicup Bkes this, H
*2"Michigan Falth & Freadom Coalition Nothing schaduled yet. Mr. !
e Santmrum's aampetie: may bave ithar evenets that you coukd i
47" 3ttend. We may have other ralls With numesous candidates in :
attenduanee. H
February, 15 st 8:52am H
*"- Michigan Failth & Freedom Coslition :
N+ Breaking! The follavéng arpanizations are now sponsors of the ROAD
yuLsfR TO VICTORY RALLY ‘12 mlong with Michigan Faith & Freedom §
Coalkion: Macomb County Republican Party, MEDEFCO Tea Party, 15
Romeo Area Tea Party & the Southeast Michigan 9.12 Tea Party. i
Welcome aboard fellow patriots!
February 14 at 1:19pm .
Denais Dupuls, Amy R Cart and Steve-Rhonda Hicks Uks this, ' :
Pevay Shults Soe you therel )
February 14 at 4:12pm
David Dare
Thanks sis, sorry 1 will be volunbeering at the Hope Certer at this
time. Sounds great and maybe we can catch up after. Havnt seen
you [n months!
Februaty 14 at 12:30pm
Carolyn Mudge
Sorry, we'll b at Mac & Pays to hesr Giov Snyder
" February 14 at 11:358m
<div ciass="mbm ptm"” Ids'uulmm"'wdlv dau-'delalm ulMorePager stat_clem®> <div><a i
“BogEE e LG G MERTE ulMUTeR N Priman™ of s get'
thm:};gg:?mmmmmmm
“POSLEE/9> <span-dtiss="uitiorePagestoadar pamiliBaiighiblue ;
srcsitip://static.ak Mednne/rarciha/v2 7 GeINWuI-UM I alls"* widthva 16!
heights"11" /> <fspan> </div></div> <[div> ‘

http://www.facebook.com/events/329973113711267/ 9/28/2012
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ROAD TO VICTORY RALLY ‘12 FEATURING SEN. RICK SANTORUM | Facebook

_ Facebook © 2012 - Englsh (US) __mne-ﬂndpm-uu&-m-a&&-mf&&'ﬁmlhﬁaﬁgy_%&ug-%

s
THE PALAZZO GRANDE : -
§4660 Van Dyke Avesem, Shelby Township, MI
View Map * Get Directions

- L I e i d

http://www.facebook.com/events/329973113711267/ 9/28/2012
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Rick Santorum: Turn Away from 'Snobhish Elite' - Hartland, MI Patch

13044342492

Edior Xatum Byan talumvao@eatehom B el pashtiowsiotr Newty Join Senin
HartlandPatch. ~ =
Home | tews | Events | Dictorv | Prascios | Eectons | BestEstate | Morsiun | a

Elections

Rick Santorum: Turn Away from 'Snobbish Elite'

Presidential hopeful Rick Santorum told about 1.500 people at a packed rally in Sheiby Township
that the country Is relying e Michigan to step forward and pick the best GOP gandidate during the

February primary elections.
By Marina Gracchiolo ; Emali the ythor | February 17, 2012
* Reamend {0 [ Trmeti{o] Emall Print 8 Comments

Related Topics: Santorum and perticioate 2012

All eyes were on Sheiby Township on Friday as the Republican presidential candidate Rick Santorum addressed a full house at Palazzo Grande Just
after 11 a.m.

Santorum was the keynote speaker at the Michigan Faith and Freedom Coalition's “Road to Victory Rally “12° forum.

Santorum told the crowd of about 1,500 people that even though he's not from Michigan, his biue-coliar ties run deep. He said his grandfather came to
Detrait to work In the sista industry befare he was [ald off and retumed o Pennsyivania to work in the minas.

The fonmer Peansylvania senator and competitor Mitt Rompey have been fouring Michigan the past few days in hopes winning over voters before the
Feb. 28 primary election.

“Your u':unlty needs you to step forward here In Michigan,” Santorum sald. “First, to make sure we have he right candidats in the general election.
Secondly, to be thet sRite that stands up, like Permsyivania, and tuns eway from big govemment end tire snobbiuis 8fRe that tefiives they fmew Lost for

you.
“That's yauir cholce” he sl *“Whst does Michinan have 1o say?" .

Santorum acdressed a variély of topics from haalth care to incoms Inequalities in America, and he also stated his siance on Iran.
The GOP hepsful sak! Presidunt Besack Obaima‘s kealth care phen [s what pushet him intu the presidentisl race in the fiis pics.

. *Obamacare. That's the reason I'm here. Karen and |-are very blessad. We've been mamied for 21 years and have 7 children ages 20 to three and a half,

' Frankdy, the fast thing | shoutd be doing is running for prasident right now. My wife reminds me every once and a while,” he Joked.

But In all seriousness, Sanwium sald he anit his wifs thougnt soout what thelr children's lives would be like in a county where the govemment tells you
. whai 22cess (o heslth came you will have.

Santorum stressed that America's forefathers left the oppression of Europe to start a new county based on a bottom-uip approach, rather than a top-down.

"We didn't belleve In class warfare then,” Santorum told the crowd. "We believed in everybody’s abillity to rise. We didn't tatk about income inequality, we*
talked about opportuniity, because that's what America s all about, not making everyone even, but giving everybody the opportanity.”

Santorum criticized Obama's dealings with heightened nuclear concems and a potential Israell strike on Iran,

http://hartland.putch.com/articles/rick-samtoruni-pleads-with-shelby-township-to-pick-right... 9/28/2012

- B LI A e e mene e p e e v e e i
S e met M awen e e st e aean 1

R —

et e Ata o

sewiaa

[PPRS



13044342493

Rick Santorum: Turn Away from 'Snobhish Elite' - Hartland, MI Patch

“Now we're seelng thls Arab spring iifn Into & very cold and dark winter and Its going 1 get worse as the president sits on the sidelinés and ailows Iran to
get that nuclear weapon und they Wil do nothing. How do | keew.tHet? Because when Rrael was conterplafihg doing wihol needed to be done, the .
president revauied that information fo the wurld, ortiatyald them aras hetd Unam up for saom,” sald Santorum.

Shelby Township Trustee Michae! Flynn who led the crowd In the Pledge of Alleglance, sald Santorum's comments on Iran and economic Issues
resorulir] with K.

However, 8amturum’s message didn't connect with all crowd members.

*I feel Wirst I've hannd it all liefore fiom difarent earldidatin. it snuads like ie's badécally saying the same thing as everybody else. it all sounds good until -
something actually happens,” sald Christina Consolino of Macomb Township.

Ultimalely, Consolino sakd she came to find out how Santnnum’s ﬁlans for America wriuld affect her life.
At the end of the day, Consolino told.Patch she plans on voting for Obama, Just as she did in 2008.
"My life has been betier with Obama than the Bush days,” she added. :

Pat Skibinsk! of Washinglon Township sald she has not made her decislon on who to vote for yet, but she highly respects Santorum's opinions on famiy, .
trade with Chira and the auto baflouts.

Although 11-yeat-did Nick Sintsta] of Mmouma Towndihip, wiio attbnded the seily with his inather end B-year<uid beothisr, dah't uant kls vote for a hilmcle
years, Siantumm hars alremdy wom ewer his heart

“! lika his Chrisiianity and his faith,” ha said. :
. Emall me apdites atrout thtw stary. {Onter youremaliaddress |~ Kespme posted

.................. emaseaemtiog8  sesmesesssssvese-emdcags-st.anvasiessiion  seame dieedtlatiean

= e, cogieeT seesdeigs W1 4 esestieavess 4% Avas ®1 4 saes 4s Cenceserste Trzeewrmceve: passee

http://hartland.patch.com/articles/rick-santorum-pleads-with-shelby-township-to-pick-right... 9/28/2012
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'Michigan can set this race an its ear,’ Santorum tells Macomb County - The Qakland Pres...

The Oakland Press (theoaklandpress.com), Serving Oakland County

News > Local News

‘Michigan can set this race on its ear,’ Santorum tells
Macomb County

Friday, February 17, 2012 7:49 PM EST

By Chad Selweski
For The Oakland Press
chad.sehnaski@macombdally.com; @cbsnewsman,

Sensing that he's on the verge of a game-changing primary victory, Rick Santorum told a huge crowd in Shelby
Township today that “Michigan can set this race on its ear.”

The former Pennsylvania senator, addressing an enthuslastic, tea party-sponsored rafly at the Palazzo Grande banquet
center, asserted that.he will be a stronger Republican candidate in a November general election against President
Obama in pivotal states such as Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, his home state of Pennsylvania, and lowa, where his year-
long, plodding campaiga made him “an hanoeeny lowan.”

“You hava an pppartunity to spesk loudly,” sald Santorum, who Is lending nativa son Mitt Romney In all the Michigan
polls. “Wheat ... this race comes down to is, what kind of cauntry do you want to give to your children?” '

Seeming relaxed and upbeat, Santorum never mentioned Romney by name, but he blasted President Obama's health
care reforms, claiming they will create a new state of dependency in America.that may never be reversed.

About half of American workers pay no federal Income taxes and nearly 50 percent of Americans now receive some
form of government assistancy. Once "Obamacare” Is fully implemented, he said, all of Armerica will bacome dependent

_ on Wahington.

“You will be dependeni en them far your henlth and weifara. And thay will force you fo pay frikats to whaiewer they want
from you.” Santorum told the standing-raom-only crowd of 1,500.

“They ... will say, ‘Just give us your money. Just give us your cholces. And we will provide for you."

Disparaging the “snobbish elite” in WasHington and conirasting the “class watfare” between rich and poor propagated by
the White House, he said a Santorum presidency weuld stand for freedom, opportunity, lower taxes and smaller
government,

But the ex-senator saved his harshest words for the leaders of Iran, Insisting that they should never be allowed to gain
accass 0 nuotear weapons. The Arab Spring has become a "derk ard cold winter” in which Iran’s thencratic regime wiill
atismpt to dominate the: Midcdle East and terrorize Inrasl, sald Ssntoruin, who alse served in the U.S. Hause.

He said Iran facilitated the death of 100,000 of Its children acting as mine sweepers during the Iran-iraq war of the
1980s, and the gavernment's lack of respect for human life would make a nuclear-armed lran a menace for the entire

. http://www.theoaklandpress.com/articles/2012/02/1 7/news/local. news/doc4f3ef2db04df92... 9/28/2012
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"Michigan can set this race on its ear,' Santorum tells Macomb County - The Oakland Pres...

globe.

“This Is a corrupt, sick regime in Iran. They're values are not freedom and not opportunity, it's martyrdom,” he said.
With just a couple days' notice, the Santorum event, sponsored by local tea party groups and a family values
organizaiion, managad ta padh the Paiazzo Grande with an ovarflow crowd thart inclitded hundregs atanding along the

walls or siting on tha floor.

Santorum received big applause when he mentioned the tea party and when he acknowledged in the crowd tea party
favorite Janice Daniels, the new Troy mayor who Is facing a possible recall for her controversial statements.

Dennis Nowicki of Troy said the Santorum speech sewed up his vote for the primary.

“| was leaming in that direction,” he said, adding that he apprecidted Santorum's messuage about “our Founding Fathers,
which we have all seemed to forget about today.”

Mike Duvall of Harrisnn Township, who plans to vate for Romney, said he has no disputes with Santorum on the Issues.

*| think he's a rookle still. He sounds like It. A lot of generalizations," he said. “So, great substance and character — just
not there yet."

Bill Hollister, director of tha St. Clair Shures bssed tea party group known as the Méetro Detroit Freedom Coalition, or
MEDEFCO, sald he found the senator's remarks “very inspiring.”

bresmed in n atar-spangled shirt rande from an Aroedcan fleg, Hollister sald, *if you took nate, Bu was not trashing
(competing GOP) candidates, maat of the spenking was about substance , the ways and means of what this country
was designed to be.” '

URL: Intp:siwww.tiweaklardpress.com/articles/2012/02/17/newsflocal_news/doc4f3ef2db04d8205452847.prt

© 2012 theoaklandpress.com, a Journal Reglster Property
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Michigan pivatal for GOP front-runners | TrihLIVE

(BintaThisBage)

IRBLIVE

Michigan pivotal for GOP front-

runners

By Salena Zito
TRIBUNE-REVIEW

Published: Saturday, February 18, 2012

Just days after Rick Santorum vowed to "plant a flag" in Mitt
Romney's home state of Michigan, the former Pennsylvania
senator's campaign strategist backed away from predicting a big
win in that Republican presidential primaty on Feb. 28.

And as political experts await the next big contest -- followed by
Super Tuesday on March 6 with 10 states, including Ohio --
they're pondering whether polling mambers that show Santorum
leading or running neck-and-neck with Romney, the farmer
Massachusetts gavernor, truly indicate that this has becnme a two-
man Republican race.

"We ane going to be very campetitive in Romney's backyard,"
Santorum's senior strategist, John Brahender of Pittsburgh, told
the Tribune-Review on Friday. "But we are also focusing on five
other states at the same time, including Ohio. Michigan's delegates
are divvied out in songressiumal districto, which gixes Rick an
opportonity ta scene some poinis out in the weetara port af the
state.”

Micligan boceme the unbkely ground zero tn the primary elaction
calendar after Santorum snagged victotiea ir three states nn Feb.
7. With 30 delegates to the Republican National Convention at
stake, this primary could test more than the party choice because
registered Republicans, Democrats and independents can vote on
the GOP baltot. '

Arizona also holds its winner-take-all contest for 29 delegates on
that day.

"Santorum got a huge boost from Hlis hat-trick wins in Missouri,
Minncsota and Colorado,” said Oakland County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson in Pontiac, Mich., considered part of the Detroit
metropolitan area. Yet Patterean pradints Romnay, the son of a
pojular Michigan governor who grew up in Oakland County, will
win the state by demonstrating “leadership and seriausness in
running the country."

Patterson said Santorum "underestimates Romney's appeal in this
state with conservatives. There is an energy that he does not
understand.”

About Salena Zito

‘candidate ‘Rick Santorum
speaks to the media at the
Ohiu Statehouse in
Columbus, Ohio, on Friday.

= =

Tribune-Review Ytaff
reporter Salena Zito can be
reached via e-mail or at
412-320-7879Y.
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A telephone poll of 500 likely primary voters conducted Feb. 11-13 for The Detroit News showed
Santorum leading Rbmmey 34 percent te 30.4 percent, a spread within the margin of error of 4.4
percentage points. Forzmer House Speaker Newt Gingrich placed third with 11.6 percent, Rep. Ron

Paul of Texas tellied 8.9 percent, and 12.4 percent wera undecided.

In Ohfa, a Rasmmaszen noll af Republienn votdra released um Thursday showed these results in the
four-way inatchup: Santorum, 42 percent; Romney, 24 percent; Gingrich, 13 percent; and Paul, 10

http://triblive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/election/s_782298.htmi?printerfriendly=true - 9/28/2012
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Michigan pivotal for GOP front-runners | TribLIVE

percent. That survey found s5 percent of voters expect Romney to become the eventual nominee,
compared with 26 percent who think thie party will ncminate Santorum,
Santorurn yesterday received the endorsement of Ohio Attorn¢y General Mike DeWine, a former
U.S. Senate collangue wiho laet tos bid for re-electiomn in 2006, when Democrat Bob Casey beat
Santarum in Pennaylvania. Ohin's popular Sen.-Rob Pnrtman has endorsed Romhey; Gov. John
Kasich, a Pittshurgh native, hes not endorsed.
Romney's cnmpmgn in Michigas is lean and battle-tested, say people familiar with it. He won the
Michigan primary in 2008 after bruising losses in Iowa arid New Hampshire to former Arkarsas
Gov. Mike Huckabee and to the eventual nominee, Sen. John McCain of Arizona.
With no headquarters or call centers, Santorum's Michigan campaign lacks a hub to manage grass-
roots, get-out-the-vote volunteers. :
Glean; Clurk, a. -stannch social censervative in Truy, Mich., is Santorum's state political director. He
wonld not, spe_gk-fqr the cagnpalgn bt said that as a supporter and president of Michigan Faith & !
Freedam Coalition,, ‘many of Santorum's auppartere thera are "Tanvangelicals,” a hlend af Tea Party i
activists and’ evangelmal Chiristians. He believes they'll be a difficult farce fia Ramney to overcome.
"If Santorum ean win in Michigan, it could derail Romney," vaid Miahael Trangott, a pnlitinal
scionce professor at the Universiiy af Michigan in Ann Ambar, ;
Romney has thé: backmg of, Repubhcan Gov. Rick Snyder, who won office during the Tea Party- i
inspired sweep of elésted of fices nationally in 2010. Favored by "establishment Republicans,"
Romney has souglit: to ads with Michigan's Tea Party crowd.
Douglas Koopman, a-pélitical science pm‘f.e.ssor' at ‘Galvin College in Grand Rapids, Mich.,
categorizes the staté's GOP primagy voters.this way: upper-class "country club” folks in Detrmt'
wealthler muburbs; “faith; voters” hvmg pnmanly din south and central Michigan; and those in the
“outstate," Tea Party strongholda in rural areas.
Kooproan prediuts Romney will do wail in the Ratroit suburhs aad Santarura wiii gain voters in the
westera und autstate regians.
With tha mimber of candidates whe pulled cloae to — then fell back from -- Romney's front-runner
status, Bruce Haynes, a Republican consultant at Washington-based Purple Strategies, is
"increasingly convinced that this is no longer a race between Mitt Romney and other candidates.”
"This primary has become a vote of confidence on Romney's candidacy, and the other candidates'
primary role is to serve as vessels of expression for the ‘no-confidence' vote," Haynes said.
A good indicator to predict the outcome of a state's primary Is its percentage of evangelical voters,
said Kyle Kondik of the Center for Politics at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville.
"Generally, Rommney does better when the number is lower," Rondik said, noting that 2008 exit
polling put the porcentage in chhlgan at 39, about the same ar Flurida's 40 purcent.
"That 1ntans that Romney: should he: able, to do well in Michigun agninni the more sanaervative-
seeming Santorum, but he's. likely goir §ito nead an ad hlitz similee to whai he unlaédshed iir
Florida," Kondik: said. "Takmg (down) owt Gingrich was one thing; taking down Santorum might
be more difficult.”

Additional Information:

Michigan's primary

The Feb. 28 Repuhlican primary is open to registered Dembocrats, Rapubdicans and independenta,
Amang Miohigan's 9.8 million residents, 7.3 million are registered voters, and 650,776 voted in the
2008 Republican primary.

Under a new state law, a voter's party choice will become public information.

The state distributes its 30 delegates to the Republican National Convention proportionally
thronghout the 14 cangreasinnal diatricts, awarding twe per hstrict and iwo additiona} delegaten te
the overall winner.

To win the GOP nominatian, a candidate needs 1,144 delegates.

Mitt Romney has 123 delegates; Rick Santorum, 72; Newt Gingrich, 32; and Ron Paul, 19.

Source: Tribune-Review research . L
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Romney's organizational strength helps in Michigan - Kingsport Times-News -
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MUSKEGON, Mich. — The standing-room-
only erowd crammaed into @ Haliday Inn
conference room In this industrial city roared
with approval as Rick Santorum served up
applause lines on why Michigan Republicans
should chooss him, not native-son Mitt . :
Romaey, as tha GOP presidential narninee. ' !
Santurum's messago, heavy en religlous ' '
valuas and contermpt for ballouts, was perfuct
for an audience 'a this stranghaid of ancial
conservatism and lea party sentiment.

But Santorum’s campaign couldn't fully
caplitalize on the moment, revealing a
shortcoming that Ronmey Rapes will help him
win Tuesuay's primary degpite the surying
enthusiasm and favorable poll numbers for his
chief appanent.

Santonrm's eempalgn organization Is ao

sparse in Michigan that no one was auallable 1o collect the names and emall addresses of the
paopla streaming ouit of the hall after the spaach, @ practice that’s a staple of polilical organizing
and get-out-the-vote efforts. By conirast, Romney has a deep and experienced organization
working in every comer of the state. Seven of Michigan’s nine Republican congressmen have
tapped thelr campalgn networks fo help Romney put out calls, set up events and harvest
donars.

“Miit s @ great adeantage ag fur as having bunts o1 the ground,” sald Jim Thiend, GOP
chalmman in Qukiord County, an affivent srom whsre virtually the enties Republioan party
apparatue Is part of the Romney aampaigp.

In this contest of organization against momentum, Romney is pushing for the resounding victory
that will boister his position as the GOP front-runner. A strong showing by Santorum in the state
where Romney grew up and where Romney's father, George, was governor would underscore
that the race Is still an open contest.

Politicafly, Michigan Is dividsd between tha wrban southeastem area around Detroit, where
corporate exacutives such as the Romneys long have dominated party affairs, and the more

http://www.timesnews.net/article/9042919/romney39s-organizational-strength-helps-in-mi... 9/28/2012
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rural and smali-town regions in the west and north, where Christlan evangelism and anti-
government ferver abound.

In the urban business arena, Romney’s support is overwhelming. His finance committee is
headed by the atale’s innsing businear sxacutives, fmra John Reknita, chaiman anrd CRO of
construction giant Walbridge, to Quicken Leans foundar and Cleveland Cavaliers owrner Danis!
Glibert.

Romney's background as head of a venture capital firm and his emphasis on job creation and
tax reduction resonate loudly here.

His connections in the gtate ndrly leadership are pervasive. He has collected the endorsements
of Gov. Rick Snyder and all of Michigan's top legislative leaders.

In recent wamks, organizers haww sismmaned hundreds of Romnay veiiinteers to hotel
conference rooms to hear pep talks from top campaign officlals and get their campaign
assignments. Volunteers were signed up to drive voters to the polls and shown how to tap into
the Romney campaign's high-tech phone free so they could urge thelr friends to vote.

The st of elected. officlsts enlisted to work with the Rumnay campaign goes bn fbr more than
four pages. Hwe oore of Suntorum's canipalg Is largely twe seople: Gionn Clerk, a sonsesvative
activist from the Detrolt suburb of Troy who has headed the Michigan Faith and Freedom
Coatltibn, and Jahn Yob, a strateglst fiom idichigan who eiorkmi for Herman Cain aoili Gain
susnepdéd ida camogign. Suntorum haan't reiasod tha nimes of prominant Michigan
supporisra.

But Santorum's victorles this month In'Minnasota, Missouri and Colorado have excited
conservatives In rural Michigan who are attracted by his religious fundamentalism and blue-calor
roots as the grandson.of a coal miner,

Mictitgan alsv Is hotwe to iote them 50 (su party groups. Even wih litls help organizing Ns
ralfios, Saiitorur hay Leen abls ta bling out largo crewdss to how his alticks on Romiisy's

support for the Yederal imsoue oi Siling Vaili Street firns and his abortion rights position whenhe -

was governor of Massachusetis.

* sea Mitt Romagy as mara of a paliticlan who has fip-flopped on sams issuas,” sald Hal
Sigson, a §7-year-old media consultant frem Norton Shores near Muskegon who, like Santorum,
has seven children. *Rick Santorum has repeatedly been very conservative and has always -
stuck by his principles.”

At the Tinal stop of a recent canpaign swihg through Gramd Rapids, howaver, the weaknesses of
Santoruin’s campelign wore spparent. He way given only ‘10 minutes to spsak at aa ovunt at
which Virginle Gov. Robert McDonssll, a Romasy surogale, was tite kaynote attractitm.

Even in the most conservative areas, Romney’s organization hag brought in major donors.
Romnay hae ralerd $1.62 militcn In Michigan to Santorum's 842 365, according to data relsased
last week by the Federal Election Commission.

Santorum doesn't have campaign offices in any of the state's congresslonal districts where
supporters can get information or help out with phone banks. A lot of Santorum backers instead
are reaching eut firough their eradll and uocial meala nutwarke 1o spread the word abeut him,
Clark aaid.

Romney can draw some comfort from Michigan's 2008 GOP presidential contest, which he won
by 9 parcentage paints. Palls Rhewved Romney and Arizona §an. John McCain ladked in a elose
contest, hut Romnay’s sirong orgenization prevalled against @ much weakar McCain operatien.
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